Yarraville West
Primary School

2832

th

Newsletter: 18 February 2021

Greetings from the Principal

Important Dates

Welcome back to school, round 2! We are so pleased to see everyone onsite
today and hopefully another round of remote learning is far away from here.
We are planning for this if it does happen again, and will be using the Seesaw
platform as we did last year.

23-24th February

Visitors and parents must wear a face mask at school, unless an exception
applies:



Parent Teacher Interviews
24-25th February
School Photo Days
26th February

in all indoor spaces
in all outdoor spaces when 1.5m physical distance cannot be
maintained.

Westgate District Swimming
8th March

Thank you for supporting your children and our school staff this week.

Labour Day Public Holiday

The wellbeing of all our students is our priority and our school staff and
teachers are here to support you and your family. Information that might be of
assistance to you in talking to your child about COVID-19 is available. If you are
concerned about your wellbeing or that of your child, please contact the school
so we can talk with you about how we can best assist. Other sources of support
include: Parent Line 13 22 89 and Kids Helpline 1800 55 1800.

9th March
Curriculum Day – no children at
school
10-12th March

3/4 ‘Farming For Our Future’
excursions to CERES
The Department’s COVID-19 helpline is also available on weekdays from 8.30am
to 5pm on 1800 338 663. If you know a family who speak a language or
languages other than English and you know they would like further information,
interpreting services are available by phoning 131 450 first.
For families with a child with a disability, the Association for Children with a Disability (ACD) has additional
information.
And, finally, a reminder that if you, your child, or a family member develops symptoms of COVID-19 you should get
tested at a COVID-19 testing facility and stay home.
Each family should regularly check the list of public exposure sites in Victoria (where a person with COVID-19 has
attended), and if anyone in the family has attended a site at the times listed, follow the instructions given.
Please don’t hesitate to contact your child’s teacher or contact the school if you have any concerns.
Parent – Teacher Interviews
Like you, we are keen to meet you, where possible, in person and to gain some insights from you about your child.
Interviews for Year 1 – 6 students will now occur on Tuesday 23rd and Wednesday 24th February. It is a straight swap
from the day and time from your scheduled time this week, to next week.
For example– if your interview time was for Wednesday 17th at 4pm, it will now be Wednesday 24th at 4pm.
I know that for some parents new times may need to be arranged, as you may have made engagements for next
week that can’t be changed. Contact your child’s teacher by email if this is the case to arrange a new time.
Interviews will be in person, in classrooms, unless you wish to have a Webex interview. Again, contact your child’s
teacher to make a mutually agreeable time. Please respect the opportunity to meet online – eg. recording the
interview is not permissible.
Please remember that the interview time of 10 minutes allocated to you cannot be extended, as in most cases,
teachers have back to back interviews.

YWPS expects that all parents/carers and visitors to our school behave in an appropriate and respectful manner to
school staff at all times. During this period of social distancing, face masks must be worn indoors, and maximum limits
of adults in the one space adhered to. All rooms have a sign on the door showing this number.
There will be a zero tolerance approach to any aggression, intimidation, threats or harassment of school staff, by any
means (e.g. in person, by phone, by email, on social media etc). These behaviours may lead to exclusion from school
grounds and school activities.
Thank you for your cooperation and flexibility with the changed days and times, and we are looking forward to seeing
you at school.
Yarraville Oval Redevelopment
Maribyrnong Council are planning an upgrade of Yarraville Oval and surrounds.
While the facilities have served the community well for more than a hundred years - they need work to meet the
needs of a changing and growing community.
The Council are keen to hear the thoughts of those who both work at and attend Yarraville Primary School, on what
improvements everyone would like to see
The feedback will inform development of a Masterplan that will aim to:



Maximise the use of the oval and surrounds and plan for formal and informal sport and recreation needs
Ensure facilities meet the needs of our growing community

The community can complete the online community feedback form, and for more information can visit our Your City
Your Voice website here
How we use the Oval
The school uses the oval every day for our recess and lunch breaks, physical education lessons, senior school sport,
and other lessons and activities as needed. With up to 900 children onsite at times, access to the oval is essential for
our children to be able to move around, be active, and play without over-crowding. The school has a written
agreement with Maribyrnong Council to have access to the oval for recess and lunch breaks, but this is not
guaranteed. There have been occasions when the oval has been closed with minimal notice, causing disruption to
the entire school – some learning programs have had to be cancelled, and a split program quickly rolled out. The
split program means that half the school have their lessons and breaks at different times to the rest of the school.
This can result in some classes being cancelled, and the change of routine creates great anxiety for some students.
We would like to see greater surety of access and improved communication by Council to the school of any planned
closures. We would also like Council to have a deeper understanding of the safety risks to our children and staff
when maintenance, eg. driving the roller on the grass, during recess and lunch times occurs.
Areas near the oval could be improved, eg the old toilet block. The oval also has a mounded area adjacent to the
school which we cannot use in its current state as it is unsafe. Glass bottles, syringes and the uneven surface are
hazardous to children and staff. Creating a shared safe play space in this area would be an ideal use of this land, and
when the oval is closed for maintenance, our children would still be able to play. Appropriate fencing would also
help to reduce the frequent vandalism the school experiences from people climbing the oval/school perimeter fence.
The Building and Grounds sub-committee of School Council have a number of ideas to share with Council about the
redevelopment, and your voice as a user is also important to be heard.
Please take the time to share your thoughts with Council in support of our school’s continuing access to the oval.

2021 School Council Election
The School Council Election will be held during February and March. All councillors except the principal have a 2 year
term of office. The principal is the executive officer of the council and therefore has ongoing membership. Yarraville
West Primary has a council comprising 12 people: 7 parent members and 4 Department of Education and Training
members (this includes the principal) and provision to co-opt 1 community member.
In order to ensure that school organisation has continuity and important decisions are made as required, half the
council turns over each year.
This means the school would always have some councillors who have at least 1 years’ experience on council. This
year we had vacancies for 3 parent members, 1 school employee member and the opportunity to co-opt 1
community member. School Council did not have a co-opted member in 2020.

The following nominations were received by 4.00pm on 11 February. The names of the nominees, and the
membership categories are as follows:
Membership category
Parent member
3 vacancies

Term of office
From the day after the date of the
declaration of the poll in 2021 to
and inclusive of the date of the
declaration of the poll in 2023

Name of nominee
Nicole Papagoras
Skye Hardman
Rebecca Powers
Ashley Manos
Mike Hubbard

School employee member
1 vacancy

From the day after the date of the
declaration of the poll in 2021 to
and inclusive of the date of the
declaration of the poll in 2023

Nicole Arnold
Declared elected

Tuesday 23 February: Ballot papers will be distributed via the eldest child in the family
Tuesday 5 March:
Ballot closes
Wednesday 3 March: New YWPS School Council members announced
Kind Regards,
Karen

School Council update
Thanks to all for a smooth transition to lockdown and back! It’s so lovely to see the children back at school
today.
The School Council was able to meet via Webex on Tuesday 16 February.
Maribyrnong Council is requesting community feedback regarding Yarraville Oval with the view to
maximising its use and ensuring the facilities meet the needs of the growing community. The oval forms an
important part of the student experience at YWPS and we would encourage all parents and carers to
complete the survey. School Council has also written directly to those concerned requesting the opportunity
to feedback in more detail on the vital role of the oval for YWPS.
The Events Committee at YWPS have provided both community events and fund raising for the school. In
2020 many of these events were unable to proceed, but we are hopeful that 2021 may allow for some to
take place, even if amended in format. If you are interested in being involved in the Events Committee
please pass on your details to the Office.
As part of the School Council’s annual processes several financial policies were endorsed at the meeting.
These governance procedures enable the school to plan and also put aside funds to improve the school
environment.
The new music program was also endorsed at the School Council meeting. More information will be
available soon.
Finally, the School Council was pleased to move forward with the 3 key priority areas for 2021, mandated
by the Department, namely:
1. Learning, catch up and extension
2. Happy active and healthy kids
3. Connected schools
We would also like to acknowledge and thank Anne Gould, Karen Gordon-Clark and Rachel Roberts for
their contributions to the School Council. Their respective terms have come to an end and we look forward
to welcoming new members later this term.
With best wishes
School Council President – Fleur Dow

Instrumental Music Lessons
We are pleased to inform the school community that some of the music teachers from the former Paul Holleman
Music Program will be able to continue teaching music at YWPS in 2021. The new program will be called “Yarrawest
Young Musicians”. It will be run a little differently, and we are all very excited for it to return to school! We hope for
your patience and understanding whilst we find our feet.
We have been in contact with families who were enrolled or on the waiting list in 2020 to see who wants to continue
- thank you very much to all the families who have responded. If your child was enrolled in 2020, and you haven’t
heard from us, and you want to continue lessons, please email ywyoungmusicians@gmail.com by this Sunday the
21st February.
Please note we have not yet opened new enrolments. We plan to enrol new young musicians in the coming weeks.
New enrolments will only be open to grades 2-4, by agreement with the school. Grade 2-4 families will receive more
information about new enrolments soon.

School Photos 2021
Annual school photos including sibling photos will be taken at Yarraville West Primary School by Arthur Reed Photos
on Feb 24th & 25th, 2021.
There is no need to return any forms or money to school.
Unique image codes will be issued to all students on/after photo day so families can register online to view images
when they become available in the webshop.
Registration is simple, just follow the 3 simple steps on your child’s personalised flyer once you receive it and
remember to add the codes for all your children attending this school.
Even if you registered last year, it’s important that you do again this year using your child’s 2021 image code to link
their images for the current year with your contact details.
When images are ready to view and in the webshop, all parents who have registered will be notified by SMS and
email.
Once registered, please wait for notification that 2021 images are online to view before making your purchase.

Do you know a young athlete who would be interested
in joining Victoria's only State Government funded
specialist sports high school?
Maribyrnong Sports Academy is currently home to
550+ student-athletes who compete in a range of
sports.

