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Greetings from the Principal
Can you believe it’s almost the term break? Where has the term gone?
Our students have had a fantastic start to the year! They know the class and school
routines, are making new friends, and developing positive relationships with their
teachers. As I walk around the school and chat with students I get a real sense of
their enjoyment of learning and their engagement in their learning tasks.
I congratulate all our students on their progress and efforts across the term. And an
extra special mention to our preps who have just finished their first ever term of
school!

Important Dates
April 1st
End of Term – 2:30pm finish
April 19th
First day of Term 2
May 4th
Grade 3-6 Athletics Day

Thank you to our parent community – we are lucky to have positive and productive
relationships with our parents and carers. We are partners together in the
education of our children and I thank you for your support and active participation.
Thank you to our Staff who have worked together to ensure our students are settled
and focused on their learning. Apart from the wobble in February (3 day lockdown),
our teacher teams have been able to introduce and complete their programs and
undertake assessments of term 1 learning face to face. Such a different time
compared to last year.

May 11th
NAPLAN starts
May 27th
School Council meeting

The Tutor Learning Initiative (Literacy Catch Up) is well underway. We have four teachers who are working with 50 students
from Year 1 – 6 who, during the remote learning period in 2020, did not make the learning gains we expected. These
students are making fantastic progress and some will be graduating, which enables a new group of students to start the
Catch Up work in term 2. Teachers will contact the parents of these children when the place becomes available.

Collaborative Learning Space
Our Year 5-6 Ed/Tegan classrooms have been transformed into a Collaborative Learning Space, with funds through an
Australian Government grant of $19,000. Students use the space throughout the day, sometimes in their home group and
sometimes combined together. The students love the stand-up benches for working at, and have the option of sitting on
the red stools but prefer not to. With new, short-throw projectors at each end of the rooms, students and staff can spread
out and view a presentation with room to spare. Staff have been using the space this term for our after school professional
learning sessions and staff meetings.
The Collaborative Learning Space was funded by the Australian Government Local Schools Community Fund Grant.

Wacky Walkathon
A joy to behold all of our students walking around the oval on Wednesday in their amazing costumes in the Australia theme.
And it was absolutely wonderful to be able to enjoy the event with our parents and friends, some walking and many
thronging around the edge of the oval. We had many many interpretations of this year’s theme including: happy little
vegemites, furry and scaly animals, sporty kids, tradie kids, indigenous colours and flags, gumnut babies, 100s and 1000s, a
slice of toast and a pav!
Thank you everyone for the fun and frolicking, especially to 3-4 Emily for her organisation and set up. We’ll let you know
how much we have raised early next term.

Oval Access
Maribyrnong Council have advised us this week that the oval will not be available to us at all for the first and third week of
next term. The light towers are being removed and this will involve heavy machinery around the oval at this time. We are
working on an alternative play/break area for recess and lunch and will let everyone know as soon as we have it locked
in. We are negotiating the use of the Beaton Reserve in Powell Street for sport and possibly for the break periods.
Happy holidays to all and see you on the 19th April for term 2.

Warm Regards,
Karen

2022 Enrolments
Do you have a Prep staring next year or know of a Prep starting at YWPS?
We will be holding an information evening and tour on Tuesday, 11th May at 6.30pm.
The link to register your attendance on the night is here.
There will be a limited number of walk and talk tours following this evening, ONLY for those parents who are unable to
attend on the 11th May. The tours will begin at 9.15am. Dates for these tours are:
 Tuesday, 18th May
 Wednesday, 26th May
 Thursday, 3rd June
 Friday, 11th June

Registration links will be available at a later date, via the newsletter and the school website.

Digital Learning Portfolios
We’ve decided to capitalise on the enormous amount of technological learning that occurred during the remote learning
period in 2020, and convert student learning portfolios to a digital platform. Staff are currently working towards the
implementation of this and are awaiting delivery of new iPads. Digital portfolios will be rolled out in the last week of term
two. The portfolio will have a combination of hand written work and digital tasks, as relevant to the child’s learning needs.
We can’t wait to share our new portfolios with you!!

5/6 Camp – Valley Homestead
In Term 2 the 5/6s will be going on camp to Valley Homestead. The camp is situated close to the township of Myrtleford and
Bright within the Alpine Shire.
Valley Homestead is an accredited camp. It is an adventure activity camp - The camp offers an exciting array of personal
challenge and team building activities - abseiling, free fall slide, power pole and the dual flying fox and many more - which
are both fun and challenging. Valley Homestead staff introduce and supervise all activities.
Due to the large number of students in the 5/6 area, the camp will be split into two groups.
Students from Bethany, Donna, Grace, Neil & Siobhan’s grades will attend camp on Monday 7th and return on Thursday
10th of June.
Students in Ed, Mary, Pip & Tegan’s grades will attend camp from Tuesday 15th and return on Friday 18th of June.
The cost of the camp is $410. This covers accommodation, meals, activities and buses.
The camp consent note has been sent out on Compass. If you have any questions, please speak to Simone or your classroom
teacher.
Thanks,
Simone Tepelis
5/6 Camp Co-ordinator

PE/Sport News
The U13 Yarraville boys won the premiership on the finals weekend of the cricket season - 27/03 & 28/03. All but
two are YWPS students or graduates of YWPS. Even their coach is the father of students at our school. The U11
team, where there are four YWPS students, made it to the semi finals.
Well done everyone. It is great to see our kids achieving well, but looking at the smiles on their faces, enjoying
sport too.

Christopher Kemp, Winston Ashburner, Lucas Bigmore, Oliver Denning, Mick McMahon, Lucas & Thomas
Spottiswood. Brendan Denning (coach)
Western Metropolitan Swim Carnival
Our Great Kids Great Sports once again represented our school, Westgate District and Maribrynong Division so
well at the swim carnival on Tuesday 30th March.
Two of our swimmers, Megan Lee and Archer Boykett have progressed to State level in backstroke and freestyle.
We wish them the best of luck.
All the swimmers have achieved great results and we are extremely proud of them.
The results can be viewed here:
https://www.ssv.vic.edu.au/western-metropolitan-primary/Documents/wmr%20primary%20swimming%20results%202021.pdf

Cross Country Trials
Last Thursday, in very poor weather, we were at Beaton Reserve for the 2021 Cross Country Trials. There were
lots of parents there to help and cheer on the runners. Thank you for your support.
All the runners were able to complete the 2km or 3km course.
We have nearly completed setting our Cross Country team. We are running some extra trials for the 11 yo girls
this week. Once completed the full team will be posted on the Hall windows.
The runners have been set the challenge to train over the holidays using maps of Hanmer Reserve and Yarraville
Gardens.
Unfortunately the first runner in the 11 year old boys’ group is moving interstate – Che Zala – but hopefully he will
be able to show South Australia his talents.

