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Greetings from the Principal
Track and Field
What a spectacular day we all had last Thursday! After some rainy cold
weather, Thursday dawned sunshiny and bright, providing the perfect
conditions for our children to run, jump, hurdle, and throw here at school,
the Beaton Reserve, and at Newport Athletics Field.
The vivid House colours worn by students and staff created a strong sense
of team and togetherness, and the calls of encouragement and celebration
truly reflected a happy and joyful community day. I was impressed again
by our children’s positivity and excellent sporting comments and
behaviour towards each other – for example, falling over during the
hurdles and getting up to keep running to the finish line, and being
whooped and ‘come on’d’ by friends, was infectious and heard and
observed by many students, staff and parents throughout the day.
Many thanks to our PE team led by Re Casey for the excellent organisation
of such a successful day, and thank you too to all of the family volunteers
who assisted.
Naplan
This week our Year 3 and 5 students have been calculating, composing and
comprehending intensely, applying their Maths and English skills in the
National Assessment Program - Literacy and Numeracy tests. Our students
showed great effort and persistence, attempting all of the tasks to the best
of their abilities.

Important Dates
Friday 14th May:
Walk to School Day
19th & 27th May
3/4 Botanic Gardens excursions
25th – 28th May
Scholastic Book Fair
7th, 9th + 11th June:
3/4 Excursion to ACCA
7th- 10th June
Yr6 Camp-1 Valley Homestead
15th-18th June
Yr6 Camp-2 Valley Homestead
23rd July
Curriculum Day – No children at
school
1st November
Curriculum Day - No children
at school

Well done to all of our students for their NAPLAN efforts. We know that for some children, sitting a formal
test is a relatively new experience and some have been a bit nervous about it. The tests provide a snapshot
of each child’s abilities on the day of the test, and should not be considered as a total summation of their
ability and achievement. Results are sent to schools in September, and we then distribute them to parents.
Safety Reminder
Sometimes the boom gates at Anderson Street can be down for a number of trains to pass. Please wait until
the gates are up to cross safely. Recently one morning, there were a number of our families with children
and unaccompanied students crossing while the boom gates were down.
Prep 2022 Information Night
We held our information night for 2022 Preps last week. It was a successful night with about 65 families
attending to find out about our school. This is the start of our incoming Prep Transition Program for this year.
A big thank you to all our Prep team who helped make the night so informative for the parents. The outline
of our Prep Transition program can be found in the family resource Book 2021 on our website
http://www.ywps.vic.edu.au/
Enrolments 2022
To help us with forward planning, please provide the enrolment forms for Prep 2022 by the end of this
term (Friday 25 June).

Mothers Day
I hope that last Sunday saw the mothers in our community being loved and cared for extra-specially by children,
partners, relatives and friends. Mothers Day can be a day celebrated in some families and not so much in others.
I was interested to read about the origins of it being in the United States and you may be too
https://theconversation.com/we-need-to-reclaim-the-original-intent-of-mothers-day-116798
There was also an interesting piece by journalist Virgina Trioli about her experience which may ring true for
others https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-05-08/mothers-day-hard-for-many-women/100124256
If you do celebrate this in your family, I hope you had a beautiful day and perhaps received a surprise that your
child purchased from the Mothers Day Stall on Friday. There were all sorts of treats to choose from, organised by
a very busy and fast-moving group of parents. THANK YOU TO ALL WHO HELPED TO MAKE THE STALL SUCH A
GREAT SUCCESS.
Eid Mubarak – have a blessed Eid!
Eid, which is Arabic for 'feast' or 'festival', is celebrated by Muslims to mark significant events in the Islamic lunar
calendar. In the 9th month, commonly known as Ramadan, Muslims far and wide observe fasting from dawn to
dusk. Eid al-Fitr is the festival of the breaking of fast where family and friends come together to indulge in a spread.
To all of our families who have observed this special time, Eid Mubarak!
Uniform Reminder
With the weather cooling down students are dressing warmly – great! Some non-uniform items are being worn
frequently by some students, eg. hoodies, coloured leggings, jeans. We encourage all students to wear our
uniform with pride at school and in our community. There are many good, clean, second hand items in all sizes
for free at school, and you can order new online at any time. Please call in to the office to have a look at the
second hand clothes – after drop off / before pick up are the best times.

Warm Regards,
Karen
Wacky Walkathon 2021
A HUGE thank you to everyone who has brought in their sponsorship/donations for our Wacky Walkathon. It was
a fabulous day and the costumes were excellent! The most incredible news is that we’ve raised over $17,000 - a
new YWPS record! The funds raised will allow us to donate a portion to a local charity (still to be decided) and the
remainder will be used around YWPS.
Thank you again for all of your support!
Emily

News from School Council - April
Welcome to term 2, everyone.
As many of you will know, Maribyrnong City Council is currently considering a potential redevelopment of the
Yarraville Oval, which also serves as an essential play space for our students. Karen Rush and I recently met with
a consultant appointed by Council to discuss the potential redevelopment and the things that are important to
YWPS, including improvement of those parts of the oval directly adjacent to the school so as to enhance the use
of those areas by our students. We understand that Council will be considering the report of its appointed
consultant shortly and will then make a decision as to whether to proceed to prepare a masterplan for the
development. We will keep the YWPS community up to date with the development process and how you can
make your views known to Council when the proposed details for the development are made public.
The YPWS Annual Report for 2020 was endorsed and adopted by the School Council last week. Despite the
challenges posed by 2020, YWPS results for English and Mathematics (based on teacher judgement in the
absence of NAPLAN test results) were excellent:

YWPS % of students
at or above
age expected standard

Similar Schools
Average

State Average

English

97.0%

94.7%

86.3%

Mathematics

97.7%

94.7%

85.2%

Teachers, parents and students should be really proud of the above results, particularly given the number of
weeks spent in lockdown and in home schooling. Those results reinforce the continued focus of our school on
excellence in those fields.
Finally, the YWPS Events Committee met recently to discuss how we can reinvigorate our legendary social events
calendar in the ‘new normal’ COVID environment. Sadly, COVID restrictions on large indoor gatherings will mean
that a number of events, like our epic Trivia Night, won’t proceed this year. However, the Events Committee has a
number of great, alternative events planned that you’ll hear more about over the coming weeks. In the
meantime, I want to thank the members of the Events Committee, led by Bec Powers, for their fantastic energy
and commitment to fundraising for the school community.
Simone Holding
President
Footscray Art Prize
Gloria Gibson from 1/2 Erin and Sarah has received an Honourable Mention in the Footscray Art Prize for her
painting titled Spirit of Williamstown (pictured below).
The Footscray Art Prize, Young Artists (Primary) category was open to all Primary aged students who live or go to
school in the Western Region Local Government Areas of Brimbank, Hobsons Bay, Maribyrnong, Melton, Moonee
Valley, Wyndham and Hume.
Gloria’s work is on display at VU at Metrowest until the 5th June. Well done Gloria on this wonderful achievement!

State Swim Carnival Win
At the recent SSV State Swim Carnival at MSAC,
Megan Lee, 5/6 Mary, came 2nd in the State for
9/10 year old backstroke! Woohoo!
She was in front but at the end was beaten by a
fingernail by a known champion. Along with her
parents, we are all so proud and pleased for her.
Re Casey

School Book Fair: Tuesday 25th May – Friday 28th May
8:45-9:00am and 3:40-4:00pm
Dear Parents and Families:
Reading is the most important skill you can teach a child.
We invite you to visit our Scholastic Book Fair and experience a celebration of reading that provides
families the opportunity to get involved in a universal mission: encouraging kids to read every day
so they can lead better lives.
Our Scholastic Book Fair theme – To The Book fair And Beyond! – is part of an exciting reading
event that brings to school a wonderful selection of fun, engaging, and affordable books kids want
to read. Giving kids access to good books and the opportunity to choose their own books will
motivate them to read more. Like most acquired skills, the more kids practice reading, the better
they’ll get.
Reading is vital to every child’s success, and raising kids as readers means getting involved while
they’re young. Now is the time. Since there will never be a substitute for a parent’s direct
involvement in his/her child’s education, please make plans to visit our Book Fair in the library.
Hope to see you there!

Term 2, WEEK 3
PREP
Class

Student

Naomi

Liam

Value
Demonstrated
Responsibility

Ellie

Isaac

Respect

Sam B

Fox

Resilience

Lucy

Sophie

Responsibility

Sharyn

Silas Rimmer

Responsibility

Natalie

Sophie Tiernan

Responsibility

Award Reason
For working really hard during writing lessons!
Great job leaving spaces between your words!
Keep it up!
For always showing full body listening when
your teacher or peers are speaking at the front
of the classroom. Well done, Isaac!
Fox demonstrated wonderful resilience during
the YWPS Athletics Day! Well done Fox!
Sophie has demonstrated responsibility by
practising her reading at home. She has made
wonderful learning growth! Well Done!
Silas now knows all of the alphabet names. He
has demonstrated such a hard-working attitude
towards his learning and I know he is super
proud of himself.
Sophie has been showing some great skills when
sounding out words whilst reading. Excellent
job Soph!

Year 1-2
Class

Student

Christina

Angus Cameron

Value
Demonstrated
Responsibility

Chantal

Rylan Vihm-Gilbert

Resilience

Mel/Nat

Tarkyn Rickard

Teamwork

Sarah/Erin

Asher Foster

Responsibility

Gorica

Oscar Valderrama

Resilience

Jess/Lauren

Lorenzo McHale

Respect

Jay

Fletcher Lamb

Resilience

Narelle
Janet

Maya Joksic
Pippy Walker

Respect
Responsibility

Award Reason
Angus has gone to a lot of effort, this term, to
ensure that he follows the morning routine in
our classroom. Great job!
Rylan persevered in maths to solve an addition
problem using the bridging to 10 strategy.
Awesome work Rylan!
What a great team member on sports day. I
have never seen anyone clap so much and
encourage others! Well done!
For consistently being a wonderful role model to
her peers and for always offering to help clean
and tidy the classroom.
For showing great enthusiasm during Athletics Day.
Oscar participated in each activity and never gave up.
Well done!
Lorenzo is always friendly and shows respect to
his classmates and teachers.
Always willing to give things a go and showing
improvements in his skills.
For always being kind to others.
Pippy is hardworking and takes pride in the
presentation of her work. Well done!

Year 3-4
Class
Tina

Student
Leo McDermott

Value
Demonstrated
Responsibility

Award Reason

For always using beautiful manners and
consistently showing her peers respect.
For persevering in maths when using the split
strategy. You got it! Yay!
For always helping his classmates.
For supporting and encouraging others on our
Track and Field Day. Keep it up!
Sienna continues to develop a positive outlook
owards all aspects of school.
Always respecting his peers and helping them
out
For being a fair, supportive and open-minded
class member. We are so lucky to have you in
our class.
Phoebe always manages her own learning and
always completes tasks to the best of her ability.
The results are always pleasing.
For giving 100% to all his athletics events on
Athletics Day. Well done.

Samanda

Maggie Warner

Respect

Rebecca/Jacinta

Beatrice Moon

Resilience

Carla
Celia

Eli Evans
Kitty

Teamwork
Teamwork

Christine

Sienna Herewini

Resilience

Emily

Noah Tecchio

Respect

Ashlee/Lauren

Luisa Cogoi

Teamwork

Stav

Phoebe Hourigan

Responsibility

Clare & Bec G

Lachlan McLeod

Resilience

For using a historical event and turning it into
an interesting, original narrative.

Year 5-6
Class

Student

Donna

Emmy Wynn

Value
Demonstrated
Teamwork

Neil

Everyone in 5/6 N

All 4 values

Mary

Everyone in 5/6M

All 4 Values

Pip

Flynn Bower

Responsibility

Siobhan

Starzia Eid

Resilience

Award Reason
Always showing great leadership skills in all
areas of her learning.
Effort and participation displayed at the
Athletics Carnival
Participating, encouraging and trying their best
on Athletics Day.
For showing initiative and excellent
organisational skills.
Starzia shows resilience by using positive
problem-solving strategies at school and in the
classroom.

Term 2, WEEK 4
PREP
Class
Naomi

Student
Helena

Ellie

Ivy

Sam B

Mia

Lucy

Freddie
Mannering

Sharyn

Henry Holder

Natalie

Aria Ellis

Value Demonstrated Award Reason
Resilience
For doing some great writing! I’m so proud of you
having a go at writing the sounds you hear!
Resilience
For working really hard to improve her reading skills
this semester. Keep up the amazing work!
Respect
Mia demonstrates respect through whole body
listening and by being a kind class member.
Resilience
Freddie has been taking risks when making spelling
choices for the sounds he hears in words. He has a
go and persists, even when it is trick. Wonderful,
Freddie!
Responsibility
Henry now knows all of the alphabet names. He has
been working hard at school and at home to learn
them and his dedication has paid off. Super proud.
Teamwork
Aria receives this award for demonstrating great
teamwork when participating in classroom activities
that require turn taking, sharing and listening to
others.

Year 1-2
Class
Christina

Student
Esma Tek

Chantal

Eason Sim

Sarah/Erin

Jeremy

Gorica

Charlotte
Dybala

Jess/Lauren

Lyla Wood

Jay

Mila Sevior

Narelle
Janet

Zihn Choo
Charlie
Northey

Value Demonstrated Award Reason
Teamwork
Esma has shown teamwork by taking turns with her
classmates when completing group work. She listens
to everyone’s opinions.
Respect
Eason always demonstrates amazing enthusiasm and
respect in the classroom. He is always showing
whole body listening and enjoys helping his
classmates.
Teamwork
Jeremy always displays great teamwork when he is
playing games with his maths partner. He is
organised and respectful. Well done Jeremy
Her happy and enthusiastic attitude towards all aspects of
Respect
her work! Charlotte is a kind and responsible member of
1/2 Gorica! Well done.
Responsibility
Lyla always works hard in her learning. She is a
helpful and responsible classmate.
Teamwork
Being a willing participant in class and always willing
to help others.
Resilience
For trying his best on challenging tasks.
Respect
Charlie always uses beautiful manners. He is mindful
and considerate of others. A pleasure to have in ‘The
A team’.

Year 3-4
Class
Tina

Student
Phoebe
Smith

Value Demonstrated Award Reason
Respect
For always considering others and offering to
help her classmates.

Samanda

Edie Clarke

Responsibility

Carla
Celia

Caisa James
Micah

Resilience
Respect

Christine

Bella D’Rozario Respect

Emily

Indi Long

Responsibility

Ashlee/Lauren

Lachie Stanes

Resilience

Stav

Bruce
Cummins

Respect

Clare & Bec G

Artie Pollock

Teamwork

You have done a fantastic job with your new JSC
position. It has been lovely seeing you take initiative;
such as creating a JSC suggestion box in your spare
time and reminding the class to use it to have their
voices heard within the school.
For being so resilient when facing challenges.
You always wait patiently for your turn and speaks
politely to others. Keep it up!
Bella acknowledges the opinions and feelings of all
those around her. She is a delightful classmate.
Helping out myself and other teachers with jobs
when needed
For pushing out of his comfort zone and producing
great writing in class.
Bruce always considers the perspectives and
opinions of others and is always respectful even
when they are different to his own.
For always making sure everyone is included in
group activities.

Year 5-6
Class
Donna

Student
Ben Kouteris

Neil

Brandon Sun

Pip

Amali

Siobhan

Hunter
Watson

Value Demonstrated Award Reason
Responsibility
Showing greater independent efforts in tasks to
improve his learning.
Resilience
Brandon great work both at school and out of school
in particular his musical talents!
Responsibility
For showing initiative and putting her hand up for
extracurricular activities.
Respect
Hunter continues to show respect in the classroom
by actively listening and being ready to learn.

