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Important Dates

中文（简体）

Monday, 14th June - Public Holiday
Tuesday, 15th June - 5/6 Camp #2 (until Friday 18th June) [Pip, Ed, Mary + Tegan]
Monday, 23rd July - Curriculum Day (Student Free)

Message from the Principal
Return to School from Remote Learning
I’m sure you all know the happy news that we can return to face to face teaching and
learning from Friday 11th June, (tomorrow). I am extremely pleased and proud of our rapid
turn to remote learning, and onsite supervision, and now turning back to in-person learning
and teaching. From conversations with students, parents and staff, our community has
been very positive and supportive through the Remote Learning V5 experience. And
hurray that Camp #2 will go ahead as planned next week and rest assured, we are in
discussion with the camp to make a new date for our Camp#1 students.

COVID Safety at School
Key points for all parents and carers:
Please do not access the school grounds – drop off and collect outside the gates;
email or phone staff with concerns and questions. Non-essential visits can put at
risk the health of staff and students.
Facemasks must be worn inside at all times, and outdoors where physical
distancing of 1.5m cannot be maintained. As our school is high density, you must
wear a facemask if you have an essential reason to be in school.
You MUST check in using the QR code if dropping off or collecting your child
If you are visiting for longer than 15 minutes, you MUST sign in at the office
Assemblies are for students and staff only
No school tours
I know that you will have no problem following these protocols, just like the last time.

We'd Love to Hear Your Feedback

Based on our last experience of remote learning and your feedback, this time round we
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made some changes to how the learning program was presented by class teachers for
students. The main change was having at least two live teaching sessions
each day. I
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know that teachers also provided 1:1 support and drop in sessions for students too, to
check how they were going with the tasks and students’ mental wellbeing. العربية
We would love
to gain your feedback again to gauge how the experience was for you this time.
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Learning Portfolios, Student Reports and
Parent/Teacher Conferences
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In a semester focused on learning catch-up and extension, teachers have
catalàprioritised
differentiation of tasks, goal setting and small group explicit teaching. Students have made
中文（简体）
some great gains in their learning, and our teachers are very proud of the ‘catch up’ and
general growth in skills and behaviours across all levels of the school. The unexpected
transition to remote learning has had an impact on teacher workload and the planned
student learning programs. Given these priorities and changes, we are postponing the
sharing of student learning portfolios until the end of term 3. In the meantime, parents are
encouraged to celebrate some of the learning tasks that their children have completed on
Seesaw over the past two weeks.
Our Semester One Reports are on track to be ready to be viewed by parents on Compass
from Monday, 21st June. Information regarding our scheduled Parent/Teacher conferences
will be provided to you soon. Our intention is for these to go ahead, we are working out the
safest way for these to occur.

Borrowed iPads
If you have borrowed a device from the school during this period of remote learning, please
return it and the power cord to school with your child tomorrow. Please put a note for us
on it if it has been accidentally damaged so we can set it aside for repairs. As we use
these devices at school every day on our own network we would like to have them ready
for class use again as soon as possible.

Staff News
During the lockdown period we have recruited a number of new staff.
Last week we farewelled Lauren West from the 3-4 team and 3-4 Ashlee/Lauren. I am
pleased to welcome Michelle Roszbach who will be teaching with Ashlee for the rest of the
year. Michelle has worked as a relief teacher with us for many years and is well known to
many of our children.
Education Support Officer, Kellie Walker has also moved on to another position closer to
home, so I welcome her replacement, Lilly Werner to our student support crew.
I also am pleased to officially welcome Leeanne Bickford to the Admin Team. Some of you
have spoken to Leeanne on the phone or in person at the office, as she has been with us
since February.
Joining Mel in 1-2 from next term will be Aimee Bliss. Aimee has been working as a tutor
with students as part of the Tutor Learning Initiative, and was also a Year 5-6 teacher here
in 2019.

Our Year 5-6 Italian teacher, Ivana Jovanovic, is sadly leaving us at the end of the term.
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Ivana has provided an excellent Italian language and culture program for our senior
students and we are sorry to farewell her.

I am looking forward to introducing
English Irene
Balbinot to the 5-6 students and our staff in early term 3.
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Our Leading Teacher for Literacy, Lia Matheson, will be leaving us at the end of the term,
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preparing for the birth of her baby. Lia has guided and advised us in literacy
best practice
for some time, and focussing on improving literacy outcomes for our Yearбеларуская
3-6 students.
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Lia’s knowledge and expertise has supported teachers to enhance their impact on
български
students, particularly through the Writer’s Notebook, Writing Conferences,
and 1:1
mentoring and coaching. We all wish Lia well with her new baby and adjustment
to life
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outside school.
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5-6 Camp Valley Homestead
Camp #2 will go ahead as planned next week and rest assured, we are in discussion with
the camp to make a new date for our Camp# 1 students.
No other excursions or incursions can occur at this time.
Looking forward to greeting all of our children tomorrow, and parents and carers from
behind the fence,
Warm Regards,
Karen

Art: grade 5/6

Last week, in remote learning, we were looking at an artist called "iSteef" who makes art
out of bananas and other fruit. Our Grade 5/6s made some great responses to their Art
task!
I've put together a slideshow of some of their work - Enjoy!
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_6YTEPGrBvDRUuEQ1bXEeREJsRUClTxU/view?usp=sharing

Jo Davidson
Art Teacher
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Netball Club Captains

The YWPS Netball Club have voted
for Olivia Sutherland and Johnnie
Hogarth to be the YWPS Netball Captains
for 2021. Both Olivia and Johnnie have
shown the school values of Teamwork,
Respect, Responsibility and Resilience.
They’re often there early to help set up
and stay to help to pack up. They’re both
positive and encouraging to others.
Congratulations and great work, Olivia
and Johnnie!

The Netball Club have plans for a fundraiser to raise money for a YWPS netball club
T-shirt. If you have any connections to T-shirt design producing, please contact
ashlee.lockwood@edcuation.vic.gov.au.
Later in the year, The YWPS Netball Club hope to play some competition games against
nearby schools. If you play netball out of school or would like to join in for fun or to learn
how to play netball, we are always welcoming new members! Sessions run on Mondays,
first half of lunch, 1:40-2:05pm, in the Gym.

A Visit from Cathie Leatham
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Cassie Leatham is from the Taungurung people, one of the five groups making up the Kulin
Nation. All YWPS students had the opportunity to speak with or learn from Cassie during
her visit to our school on Friday 21st May.
In the morning, Cassie shared her knowledge of "bushtukka" with First Nations’ students.
She shared many different foods and talked about the medicinal and food uses of a variety
of native plants, including those we planted in our new indigenous garden.
Cassie also helped the students paint a mural of Birrarung that will be attached to one of
the garden beds. We plan to incorporate the garden into our Inquiry learning at school so it
will be an ongoing resource. Please check out the gardens in the Prep area when you are
able to come in again!
Throughout the rest of the day, Cassie shared Taungurung language, cultural objects such
as her amazing possum skin cloak, talked about aspects of Country and shared an
important message with students about sustainability:
"If we take more than we need, that's greed!"
When speaking with all grade levels, Cassie invited First Nations students to stand with her

and share their own Aboriginal heritage with their peers. Awesome!
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It has been absolutely wonderful to hear from parents telling me how excited
their children
English
were to talk about what they learned and experienced during Cassie’s session. Thank you
العربية
for sharing!
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If you would like to learn more about Cassie and the work she does, please visit her
беларуская мова
website: http://www.wildblakarts.com.au

български
As students learned to say in Taungurung language, Ngun godjin (thank you) Cassie!
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Keep up to date with the truth-telling process in Victoria that will detail 中文（简体）
the impacts of
colonisation
on
First
Peoples,
the
Yoo-rrook
Justice
Commission:
https://www.firstpeoplesvic.org/our-work/truth-telling/
David Mountford
YWPS Teacher

See Value Awards winners for Week-7 here!

See Value Awards winners for Week-8 here!

We'd love to hear any feedback you have about our school newsletter. Please email any
comments or suggestions to yarraville.west.ps@education.vic.gov.au

Yarraville West Primary School
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30 Powell Street, Yarraville VIC 3013
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